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Issue 2 of an eagerly awaited  newsletter is here at last.  As  Christmas approaches it is a  fantastic opportunity to look  back at the last 12 months and  ask, ‘Are we fit for role?’   The clear answer of course  is  yes we are , we have a  dedicated committee and  membership which is  committed to the principles of  the RMA but we need to  adapt.   Recruitment, cash flow and  retention of new and existing  members are the challenges  we face.     The steps taken so far have  been in typical  Bootneck  fashion, move fast and hit the  problems hard so we keep  pace with and exceed all  expectations of any other  military association.        
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DRY AS A BOON
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Hearts and minds

A Royal Marine from Wolverhampton was guarding an Afgan prisoner in a compound.  

The compound had a stream running through it and  as the prisoner was thirsty and also had his hands tied behind his back, he stuck his head in the stream and started to drink from it.  

Knowing he was being watched by an officer  and had been given strict instructions about the welfare of prisoners the bootneck said to the prisoner, 

“Hey yo, doh drink that riffy cut wearter donkeys p**s in that and the camels sh*te in it, yo’ll be bad”.

The prisoner  in an ethnic accent said, 

“Oh blimey, please speak slowly sir I cannot understand you”.  

Royal walks up to him and unties his hands and out of earshot quietly says,

“Mate, if yome thrsty use two onds, yo con drink more wearter that way.

That’s life

There was an elderly gentleman married to a very young woman.

The man was at the doctors for a check-up and the doctor said, ‘Sir, today I will need a sperm sample, a urine sample and a stool sample’.

The old man looks at his young wife and says, ‘What did he say?’ His young wife replies, 'He wants your underpants!'
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

MR PRESIDENT
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His missus said, for god sake don’t give him the bumps you’ll be here all day

Mr John Mellor OBE celebrated his 80th birthday this month.

On behalf of the Branch I would like to extend our warmest wishes to you and to congratulate you on the sterling work you have done for the Wolverhampton Branch over the years.

Well done

Mind you, some wag said when they lit the candles on his cake the Fire Brigade turned up to put the blaze out.

 

Royal Navy Food Slang

Come on then you lot we’ve all eaten some gash in our time in and we’ve all chuckled about it.  

Here’s a test for you, see how many of these you remember and even if there are some you liked.

Spithead pheasant,

Babies heads,

Chinese wedding cake,

365,

Arigonis,

Goffas,

Mrs B,

Dog pie,

Mad dogs vomit,

HITS,

Cackle berries,

Yellow peril,

Elephants footprints,

Seggies,

Jippers
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The toughest course in the Andrew is the cooks course,  ‘Nobody’s ever passed it’

New British Destroyers
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HMS Courteous 
The Royal Navy is anxious to shed its reputation for rum, sodomy and the lash

Details have been released regarding Britain’s next generation of fighting ships.  The Royal Navy is proud of the cutting edge capability of the fleet of Type 45 destroyers.  

Costing 750 million pounds, they have been designed  to meet the needs of the 21st Century.  In addition to state of the art technology, weapons and guidance systems, the ships will comply with the very latest employment, equality, health and safety and human rights legislation.

They will be able to remain at sea for several months and positively bristle with facilities.  For instance, the new user friendly crows nest comes equipped with wheel chair access.  Live ammunition has been replaced with paintballs to reduce the risk of anyone getting hurt and to cut down on the number of compensation claims.  Stress counselors and lawyers will be on duty 24 hours a day and each ship will have its own onboard industrial tribunal.

The crew will be 50/50 men and women and balanced in accordance with the latest Home Office directives on race, gender, sexuality and disability.  Sailors will only have to work a minimum of 37 hours per week in line with Brussels health and safety rules, even in war time.  All bunks will be double occupancy and the destroyers will all come equipped with a maternity ward and crèche situated on the same deck as the Gay Disco.  Tobacco will be banned throughout the ship but cannabis will be allowed in the mess.

The Royal Navy is anxious to shed its traditional reputation for, ‘Rum, Sodomy and the Lash’.  Out goes the rum ration, which is to be replaced by Perrier water, although sodomy remains and has been extended to include all ratings under 18.  The lash will still be available but only by request.  Condoms can be obtained from the sick bay in a variety of flavours, except Capstan Full Strength.

Saluting officers has been abolished because it is elitist.  It is to be replaced by the more informal, ’Hello Sailor’.  All notices on boards will be printed in 37 different languages and Braille.  Crew members will no longer be required to ask permission to grow beards or moustaches, even the women.

The MOD is working on a new, ’Non-specific’, flag based on the controversial British Airways, ’Ethnic’, tailfin design because the White Ensign is considered to be offensive to minorities.

Sea trials are expected to take place soon.  When the first of the new destroyers, HMS Cautious sets out on her maiden mission, she will be escorting boat loads of illegal immigrants across the Channel to ports on the South Coast.  The ship is due to be launched soon in a ceremony conducted by Captain Hook from Finsbury Park Mosque who will break a petrol bomb over the hull.  The ship will slide gently into the water to the tune of, ’In the Navy’, by the Village People, played by the band of the Royal Marines.

A Navy spokesperson said, ’While the ship reflected the very latest of modern thinking, they were also capable of being up-graded to comply with any new legislation.  He said, ‘Britain never, never, never waives the rules!’ 

 

 

The Christmas Lunch 2008
The Himley Country Club hosted this years Crimbo Bash and by all accounts it was a successful exercise both in logistical and financial terms.  There was a bit of a dither wondering if there was enough scran to go around as the number crunching had revealed one unidentified person in the one stick, but the day was saved as one figure 8 had not turned to.  Snag solved.

The food was delish throughout the courses and it was agreed that the cook was a top bloke even though there was an early shortage on the spuds and jippers.

A raffle with plenty of prizes to go round ended the soiree on a high note with notable winners proffing early with the top grog.

The civvies on the adjoining third stick of tables dipped in with a couple of gizzits but bumped up the takings to over 70 quid.  Happy New Year! 

 

Full house next year please, support your branch.  Merry Xmas
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Marine Paul Dunstan  and    Marine Robert Mckibben 
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Who were killed in an explosion in Afghanistan were brought home to the UK on the 12th November 2008

Marty Power a Faulklands veteran and current Standard Bearer for the Royal Marines Association said it is important that everybody, given the opportunity, comes out when those who have given their lives for their country are returned to the UK.
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They do a fantastic job and it is so sad when guys get killed doing the job they volunteered for.
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We shall remember them.
Killed in Action

The Ministry of Defence confirmed the deaths of Marine Tony Evans and Marine Georgie Sparks of J Company, 42 Commando, Royal Marines.
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They were killed in action on the 27th November 2008.

Our thoughts go out to their families.

Marine Sparks aged 19 joined the Marines in 2006 and became a sniper with 42 Commando.

Marine Evans aged 20 only completed training in July 2007.

They died after their foot patrol came under fire near Lashka Gar, Helmand      Province from insurgents.  

Alex Lucas of 45 Commando was killed three days earlier from an explosion while on foot patrol.
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The total number of deaths in Afghanistan since 2001 when operations began now stands at 128.
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Stop press news

4 Marines killed 12 December 2008.  1 Marine from Telford serving with Commando Logistics Regiment was killed by an improvised explosive device (IED) and 3 from 45 Commando killed by a 13 year old suicide bomber.

This brings a total of 9 Royal Marines killed in 4 weeks. 
WOLVERHAMPTON BRANCH

c/o Royal Airforce Association Club

Goldthorn Road

Wolverhampton

West Midlands
Editors note:
If you have any stories for the next news letter drop             Chris Townsend a line by

Email at: wolverhampton@rmawton.org.uk 
We’re on the web www.rmawton.org.uk
Wolverhampton Branch
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Root and Branch Change


 








Issue 2 of an eagerly awaited newsletter is here at last.  As Christmas approaches it is a fantastic opportunity to look back at the last 12 months and ask, ‘Are we fit for role?’


The clear answer of course  is yes we are, we have a dedicated committee and membership which is committed to the principles of the RMA but we need to adapt.


Recruitment, cash flow and retention of new and existing members are the challenges we face.  


The steps taken so far have been in typical Bootneck fashion, move fast and hit the problems hard so we keep pace with and exceed all expectations of any other military association.  


 








The lean, mean RMA machine now has Chris Townsend as Press and PR officer with a clear remit to recruit by raising the branch profile using the world wide web and some brass neck.  


It is hoped that by encouraging new people into our fold the branch will be able to develop more social events, provide better welfare monitoring and assistance for our existing members, then facilitate more charity work for our lads both in the field and more importantly in medical care.  


This branch has already provided cash for the MOD wing at Selly Oak Hospital so that wounded soldiers can be helped with their rehabilitation with a pint down the pub or a 








burger.  Fred Wood did some great work on that and we can be justly proud of that achievement.


This newsletter will keep you up to date with Branch and Corps news and any dits you have will be gratefully accepted


2009 will see some change for us, lets make it happen. 
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When discussing things such as this it is important to remember costs and so some discussion should be on generating funds for the branch.  Your thoughts and ideas are important so get your creative juices flowing and send them to Fred.  Ideas not juice that is








 








lunch or dinner to commemo-rate a significant event, a charity bash, talks, trips, parachute jump, (that one was aimed at you Smiffy), a ladies evening, pantomime or a visit.


The list is endless of course but it is important to try and meet everyone’s needs.


 








To plan next years events for the branch we all need to think outside of the monthly meet-ings.  Everyone in the branch is invited to propose some-thing for us to look forward to so as to keep us focused and enthusiastic.  Some ideas might include a barbeque, a 








Diary of events 2009


 








Special points of interest:


 3 Cdo Bde with 42 Cdo take over from the Air Assault battle group in Afghanistan


 9 Royal Marines killed in action in just 4 weeks in Afghanistan.  See back page


 Branch website attracting attention from comrades in New Zealand
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